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a duty to be as familiar as a back-stairs politician with the
gossip of the House of Commons. The list just given is a.
mere fragment of the great circle to which Balzac introduces-
us. The history of their performances is intimately con-
nected with the history of the time ; nay, it is sometimes,
essential to a full comprehension of recent events. Bishop*
Proudie, we fear, would scarcely venture to take an active-
part in the Roman Catholic emancipation ; he would be dis-
solved into thin air by contact with more substantial forms ;
but if you would appreciate the intrigues which were going,
on at Paris during the campaign of Marengo, you must
study the conversations which took place between Talley-
rand, Fouche, Sieves, Carnot, and Malin, and their rela-
tions to that prince of policemen, the well-known Corentin..
De Marsay, we are told, with audacious precision of time-
and place, was President of the Council in 1833. There is-
no tendency on the part of these spectres to shrink from-,
the light. They rub shoulders with the most celebrated
statesmen, and mingle in every event of the time. One is-
driven to believe that Balzac really fancied the banker
Nucingen to be as tangible as a Rothschild, and was con-
vinced that the conversations of Louis XVIII. with
Vandenesse were historic facts. His sister tells us that he-
discussed the behaviour of his own creations with the
utmost gravity, and was intensely interested in discovering-;
their fate, and getting the earliest information as to the:
alliances which they were about to form. It is a curious,
question, upon which I cannot profess to speak positively^,
whether this voluminous story ever comes into hopeless,
conflict with dates. I have some suspicions that the bril-
liant journalist, Blondet, was married and unmarried at the-
same period ; but, considering his very loose mode of life,,